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with difficulties unsolved, but if we are to wait till
faith has vanished into sight we can abolish the
service altogether.   So much criticism is launched at
public school preparation for Confirmation that it is
perhaps worth while to state, if not to defend, the
Eton practice.   Boys are prepared primarily by their
tutors, or, if they are unwilling to undertake the task,
or the parents have other wishes, by a master, or
other teacher, of the parents' choice: in addition,
the Head Master, or someone appointed by him,
gives addresses to the whole body of candidates for
the eight or ten weeks of preparation.   The numbers
at Eton, approaching two hundred every year, make
these addresses more formal than might be wished,
and there is the additional difficulty that boys differ
so vastly in intelligence, and in religious upbringing,
that it is very difficult to speak appropriately to all at
once: some are already troubled by problems which
others will encounter much later, if at all: some have
the  priceless  advantage  of  coining from  really
religious homes: others are grotesquely ignorant of
the elements of religious knowledge.

To meet this difficulty, in my later years at Eton
I compiled a small book called Christian Outlines for
each boy to possess: he was not compelled to read it,
any more than masters were compelled to make use
of it in their ministrations: but it was at least an
attempt to supply a coherent view of the faith and to
give die best answer I could to some of the more
obvious questions. By the charity of my successor